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Ordinary Council Meeting Tuesday, 24 February 2026

Item No.: 12.1.2.

Subject: Annual General Electors’ Meeting

Proponent: Shire of Harvey

Location: Shire of Harvey

Reporting Officer: Governance Officer

Authorising Officer: Chief Executive Officer

File No.: C081/00005

Attachments: 1. Submission Made to the Federal Government’'s Offshore
Renewable Energy Infrastructure Area Proposal. [4 pages]

2. Letter to Senate Standing Committees on Environmental and

Communications [2 pages]

The following additional information is provided in regard to Item 12.1.2

Additional attachments have now been included for Motion Five of the Annual General Elector’s
Meeting Report regarding offshore wind farming. The first additional attachment is the content of the
Submission made to the Federal Government’'s Offshore Renewable Energy Infrastructure Area
Proposal. The second additional attachment is a letter that was sent on Friday, 30 August 2024 to the
Senate Standing Committees on Environmental and Communications which detailed a statement by
the Shire of Harvey on the Offshore Wind Industry Consultation Process.

Officer Comment

The proposed offshore wind project is currently in the feasibility licence phase, which is expected to
run for up to seven years. No construction activities have begun, and therefore no impacts or potential
breaches of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 can be identified or
reported at this time.

Regulation of offshore wind proposals rests with the Federal Government’s Department of Climate
Change, Energy, the Environment and Water. Any concerns about compliance or environmental
obligations are assessed by this authority. The Shire will continue to advocate for strong, transparent
processes and will seek representation on the Bunbury Wind Industry Committee to ensure local
interests are appropriately considered throughout planning and assessment.

Regarding the request for a moratorium, the Shire recognises community concerns about marine
health, the State Government’s demersal fishing ban, and the listing of Dhu fish as being at “severe
risk”. While the Shire shares the community’s interest in protecting the local environment, it does not
hold regulatory powers over fisheries management or offshore approvals. These responsibilities lie
with State Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, which are best placed to
assess ecological risk.

Council has previously considered the proposed offshore wind zone and, on Tuesday 23 April 2024,
resolved to lodge a submission outlining major issues and local concerns. This submission is provided
as Additional Attachment 1. Following this, the Shire contacted the Senate Standing Committees on
Environment and Communications, as referenced in Additional Attachment 2.

In the amended recommendation, it is suggested that Officers write to the Federal Minister Honourable
Chris Bowen to reiterate the matters raised in the Shire’s submission, request that these be fully
addressed during the feasibility phase and formally seek membership on the Bunbury Wind Industry
Committee, so the community’s voice remains represented in ongoing discussions.

The Shire remains committed to advocating for a thorough, evidence-based assessment process to
ensure that environmental, economic and community impacts are carefully considered before any
future decisions are made.
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Officers Recommendation 5 of 6

That Council, in response to motions raised at the Annual General Meeting of Electors held on
Tuesday, 27 January 2026:

1. Notes Notice of Motion 5 regarding the wind turbines slated for installation.

2. Notes the related Council Ordinary Council Meeting resolution on 23 April 2024, where Council
requested the Chief Executive Officer to prepare a submission, on behalf of the Shire of Harvey,
outlining concerns with the proposed offshore windfarm and submit to the Department of Climate
Change, Energy, the Environment and Water.

3. Requests the Chief Executive Officer to:

a) Write to the Federal Minister Honourable Chris Bowen and the Department of Climate Change,
Energy, the Environment and Water to reiterate the matters raised in the Shire’'s 2024
submission.

b) Request that these matters be fully addressed during the feasibility phase.

c) Formally seek the Shire’s membership on the Bunbury Wind Industry Committee to ensure
ongoing representation of local community interests.
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Shire of Harvey Submission to the Federal Government’s
Offshore Renewable Energy Infrastructure Area Proposal

The Shire of Harvey (Council) welcomes the Federal Government commitment to
renewable energy. The Shire of Harvey acknowledges the recent announcement of
a proposed zone in the Indian Ocean, located off our coastline, for offshore wind
farms.

In August 2022 Council, endorsed a Climate Change Declaration as follows:

The Shire of Harvey recognises that climate change is occurring, and that climate
change will continue to have a significant effect on the Western Australia
environment, society, and economy.

We acknowledge the central role of Local Government in driving a

successful climate response. Hence, we declare that we are committed to
addressing climate change within our Local Government area, through

the implementation of mitigation and adaptation strategies to minimise the effects
on our community, environment, and economy.

Our overall objectives are to demonstrate climate leadership, reduce our corporate
emissions and build the resilience of our Shire to climate change.

In line with this declaration, Council actively supports the transition to renewable
energy and acknowledges that when it comes to wind power, this section of the
southwest coastline provides reliable winds, proximity to electricity markets as well
as a future connection to the existing Southwest Interconnected System (SWIS).

We are cognisant this Stage 1 - Initial Consultation and Regional Zoning period is
generally limited to feedback on the declaration of the offshore windfarm zone only
and that many of the issues raised by our community and/or Council will become
more relevant within Stage 2 - Project Proposals, Feasibilities and Approvals. Itis a
concern of Council that during the Stage 2 process there will be limited to no ability
to establish a regulatory framework to manage land-based infrastructure and links
to the SWIS. Therefore, direction from the Federal Minister regarding facilitating
such an outcome is sought and considered critical when contemplating local
context against the national interest.

To this effect, Council respectfully requests that the Minister consider the following
matters and pursuant to Section 20 of the Offshore Electricity Infrastructure Act
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2021 impose as conditions to assist the state, local government, and future
proponents in determining the suitability of the zone:

¢ Require State Government (Powering WA) to engage with Council
meaningfully and actively in its infrastructure requirements to supply to
anticipated 20GW annually from this zone.

e Impose a limit of three proposals to be developed within this zone.

e Require State Government in consultation with Council and affected
landowners to declare one connection point from the proposed zone into the
SWIS.

e Require State Government to establish a planning framework that includes
Council as a statutory decision maker and not just a referral agency within
the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC
Act)

¢ Include relevant planning approval processes. Matters for consideration
should include but not limited to:
e Coastal setbacks
Land use and impact/conflict with agricultural activities.
Visual impact
Buffers
Habitat and environmental impact
Consideration to allow for community impact/benefit packages to be a
requirement of approvals.

e Reduce the size of the proposed zone by precluding any proposals within
20km from the shore.

e Ensure current and future proposals are required to undertake significant
community engagement in addition to the EPBC Act requirements.

e Require supporting industries to maximise local participation and benefit
while mitigating negative impacts.

The above recommendations represent a commitment that Commonwealth, State
and Local governments should work collaboratively to streamline the approval
process for such applications. Since the announcement (and prior to) by the
Federal Government, Council has been approached by several potential offshore
wind proponents. Council is concerned about how it will be able to contribute
effectively to any approval processes that includes Commonwealth and State
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approval, and local land use planning approval, all of which will require significant
resourcing.

We would encourage the Federal and State governments to continue to engage
collaboratively and in a coordinated approach to avoid engagement fatigue, given
the number of potential applications Council is currently aware of.

As evidenced in the below article, Council expresses its disappointment in the
consultation process undertaken by the Department of Climate Change, Energy,
the Environment and Water. On direction from Council, Shire Officers took the step
to request further community presentations by the Department and were advised
that it would not be possible. We do appreciate the recent meeting held with
Officers on Friday 19 April and reiterate that information from that meeting was
helpful but all too late to enable a more comprehensive submission by 3 May 2024.

Harvéy to put wind farm concerns to Federal Government

CRAIG DUNCAN

Amid community concerns about
the proposed offshore wind farm,
the Harvey Shire Council is set to
reach out to the Federal
Government.

The council voted unanimously
“to put forth a submission detailing
concerns about the Federal
Government's offshore wind farm
before the public consultation
period closes on May 3.

The motion was put forward by
Cr Craig Carbone, who said it
was important to make sure the
people involved in the project were
aware of the community’s
concern.

The motion originally hoped
councillors could meet with the
Department of Climate Change,

Energy, the Environment and
Water’s offshore renewable energy
team to arrange a community
presentation session, which was
declined by the department,

ing to council
Cr Carbone said it was
disappointing from a councillor's
point of view that the council was
not given time to gauge their

to the
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project.
“Personally, | am dead against it,
(the offshore wind farm),” he said.
“But climate change people have

got to do something, and they put
the proposals forward.”

He said taking this step now
allowed them better control about
future proposals or plans that
may come from the Federal
Government.

Cr John Bromham said the
motion calling for a submission

- highlighted the fact the council

was working for the community
and making sure the Federal and
State governments understand
that the council is interested.

“We can make sure we get the
best outcome for the people who
live in the Shire of Harvey,” he
said.

Public consultation of the
proposed area is the second stage
of an eight-step project, expected
to last several years.

Council and the community are keen to protect our unique environment. We would
like to emphasise that the Shire of Harvey is supportive of the transition to
renewable energy and the considerable benefits it may bring. However, it cannot be
at the expense of our natural environment, lifestyle and future tourism opportunities.
Above all, there must be robust and measured community engagement where our
residents and ratepayers are afforded the opportunity to be heard in person.

MC%MPEQM 5/%“)\’ '

Michelle Campbell Annie Riordan
President Chief Executive Officer
Shire of Harvey Shire of Harvey
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DOC NO: A Breath of Fresh Air
ENQUIRIES:

30 August 2024

Committee Secretary

Senate Standing Committees on Environment and Communications
PO Box 6100

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Committee Secretary,

Statement by the Shire of Harvey on the Offshore Wind Industry Consultation Process

The Shire of Harvey acknowledges the Australian Government's efforts to engage with
communities on the development of the offshore wind industry. However, we must express
our disappointment in the consultation process undertaken to date.

As indicated in our previous documentation submitted to the DCCEEW Submission Offshore
Wind Farm Area of Bunbury in May 2024

Council expresses its disappointment in the consultation process undertaken by the
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water. On direction from
Council, Shire Officers took the step to request further community presentations by the
Department and were advised that it would not be possible. We do appreciate the recent
meeting held with Officers on Friday 19 April and reiterate that information from that meeting
was helpful but all too late to enable a more comprehensive submission by 3 May 2024.
Council and the community are keen to protect our unique environment. We would like to
emphasise that the Shire of Harvey is supportive of the transition to renewable energy and
the considerable benefits it may bring. However, it cannot be at the expense of our natural
environment, lifestyle, and future tourism opportunities. Above all, there must be robust and
measured community engagement where our residents and ratepayers are afforded the
opportunity to be heard in person.

While the Shire of Harvey remains committed to constructive dialogue and supports the
transition to renewable energy, we believe that the process has fallen short in several critical
areas:

1. Community Engagement: Despite our ongoing efforts to participate actively, the
level of community engagement has been insufficient. The voices of our residents,
who will be directly impacted by the development of the offshore wind industry, have
not been adequately heard or considered. We expected a more robust, transparent,
and inclusive process that genuinely integrates local insights and addresses
community concerns.
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2. Environmental Considerations: The Shire is deeply concerned about the potential
impacts on our marine environments and local wildlife. We believe that the strategies
for impact minimization and management outlined in the consultation are inadequate.
More rigorous environmental assessments and protections are necessary to
safeguard our natural heritage.

Considering these shortcomings, we urge the Australian Government to revisit the
consultation process with a renewed focus on meaningful community engagement and
environmental stewardship. The Shire of Harvey stands ready to work collaboratively to

ensure that the development of the offshore wind industry is carried out in a manner that
benefits all stakeholders and protects our unique coastal environment.

We look forward to a more inclusive and responsive dialogue moving forward.

Should you have any queries, comments or require any further information, please do not
hesitate to contact us on 08 9729 0320.

Kind regards,

MC%MPLQM /)k,fp :

Michelle Campbell Annie Riordan
Shire President Chief Executive Officer
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